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ACCREDITATION  TEAM  SURVEYS  BRS&H 


A  highly  professional,  four-man  team  reviewed  facilities,  records, 

and  programs  of  BRS&H  May  4  and  5.   The  team  represented  the  Joint  Com- 
mission on  Accreditation  of  Hospitals,  for  Facilities  for  the  Mentally 

Retarded, 

The  team  was  highly  complimentary  of  the  tremendous  effort  to 
bring  about  change  at  the  institution.   The  physical  changes  and  improvements 
were  all  noted  and  commended.   The  attitude  of  the  entire  staff  in  their  adop- 
tion of  the  principle  of  normalization  in  programming  for  the  patients  was 
especially  noted.   None  of  the  service  programs — food,  maintenance,  laundry, 
etc. — were  faulted.   The  efforts  of  the  Social  Service  staff  members  and  the 
contributions  of  other  staff  members  to  the  social  -service  effort  was  found 
to  be  most  praiseworthy.   This  was  based  to  a  large  extent  on  the  team's  recog- 
nition of  the  significant  reduction  of  in-patient  population. 

The  physical  facilities  for  patient  residence  were  both  high  spots 
and  low  spots.   The  older  facilities — buildings  1,2,3,4,5,6,  and  7 — were 
found  to  be  impossible  to  achieve  the  principle  of  normalization  in  despite 
the  best  efforts  of  a  dedicated  staff.   The  facilities,  because  of  their 
design,  age,  and  maintenance,  forced  on  the  staff  the  continuing,  unaccepta- 
ble practice  of  custodial  treatment. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  new  cottages  were  found  to  be  highly  desireable 
and  by  design  and  construction  to  contribute  to  good  patient  care.   Some  sig- 
nificant areas  of  operation— Social  Services,  the  dedication  of  the  entire  staff, 
and  its  acceptance  of  the  principle  of  the  decentralized  organization  of  the 
institution — were  found  to  be  especially  good  by  the  Survey  Team. 

Montana  is  typical  of  the  old-fashioned  institution  moving  into  a 
modern  era,   It  will  take  Montana  until  1975  or  possibly  1977  to  reach  the 
state  where  the  old  buildings  are  not  needed.   The  same  will  be  true  with  all 
the  older  facilities.   This  point  causes  the  Accreditation  Team  concern  that 
no  one  loses  the  spirit  of  endeavor  to  continue  the  effort  which  has  been 
made ,. 
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RECREATION  HIGHLIGHTS 


A  new  addition  to  the  education  program  will  begin  July  3  at  BRS&H, 
Many  of  the  more  severely  retarded  involved  in  our  various  educational 
programs  will  begin  to  attend  the  Summer  Day  Camp  on  the  Little  Boulder 
Road,  South  of  Boulder.   Students  in  Speech,  Compliance  Training,  Gross  Motor 
Skills,  and  Fine  Motor  Skills  will  attend  the  Camp  12  hours  per  week. 

Some  patients,  especially  chose  in  classes  in  Individual  Activities, 
Small  Group  Activities,  and  Large  Group  Activities  will  receive  12  hours  per 
week  of  instruction  in  camping  know-how,  fishing,  whittling,  and  trail 
clearing,  among  others.   In  all,  twenty-one  activities  will  be  taught  to  pa- 
tients involved  in  the  woodcraft  course;  "graduation"  will  be  to  spend  a 
night  out  at  the  Camp  in  Septembe 

BRS&H  decided  to  set  up  the  Camp  to  provide  a  fresh  environment 
for  patients.   While  the  institution  provides  a  multitude  of  valuable  pro- 
grams, some  educational  experience;-  receive  fresh  emphasis  away  from  the 
grounds.   The  variety  of  natural  objects  will  be  useful  educational  tools 
as  well  as  fun  to  be  with. 

Eventually  the  Camp  will  be  expanded  to  include  weekend  picnicking 
for  all  BRS&H  patients,:  As  plans  proceed,  the  Day  Camp  will  come  to  serve 
patients  from  communities  in  Region  III. 

Funding  sources  include  a  32,000  donation  from  the  State  Soroptimist 
Club  and  a  $2,000  grant  from  the  Joseph  P.  Kennedy,  Jr.  Foundation. 

Volunteers  are  urgently  needed  to  ready  the  Camp  and  to  assist  In 
instructing  patients  during  the  Summer  -   People  Interested  in  volunteering 
their  services  should  contact  Bill  McRae,  Coordinator,  Volunteer  Services 
or  Doug  Barnes,  Recreation  Supervisor,  Boulder  River  School  and  Hospital. 

The  fishing  pond  located  on  the  South  Campus  opened  this  month. 
Patients  can  fish  for  rainbow  trout  dui  ing  their  free  time  and  in  the  eve- 
nings.  The  f ive-f ish-a-day  limit  assures  every  patient  a  good  chance  to 
improve  his  fishing  skills.   "Thank  you"  to  the  State  Fish  and  Game  Depart- 
ment for  stocking  the  pond  with  2,050  cat enable  trout. 

Individual  Activities  el;  ie  fish  pond  as  an  educational 

area  before  fishing  on  the  Little  Boulder  neat  the  Summer  Day  Camp.   Actvitiy 

at  the  fish  pond  will  be  supervised  and  each  day's  catch  will  be  prepared  in- 
dividually for  patients  by  the  Food  Service, 

The  Third  Montana  Special  Olympics  for  Handicapped  Children  was  held 
In  Great  Falls  May  12-13.   Forty-eight  teams  from  throughout  the  state  partici- 
pated. Twenty-three  of  the  1200  participants  were  from  BRS&H, 


tiro  rJJH  ®C^litiv6   &t   Greai     s  Hi§h  Memorial  Stadium  included  Gymnas- 
tics Track  and  Field,  and  Bowling,   In  all,  BRS&H  contestants  took  hi   places 
on  the  »aet  including  10  Gold  MedaJ       2  Bronze  and  Silver,   Gymnastics 
rt       .\ulgo   SPOt  f°E  Che  BRS&HJ   '       ro™  Glendive  was  selected  to  rep- 

uSnL!„!,  lf?«in  ST*!""  "  £h6  Hatton*3  SPe"3i  Olympics  to  be  held  at 
AugusC  14-18.   uus  is  an  honor  fox  the  team  and  the  entire  school. 

TOKEN  STORE  OPENS 

In  conjunction  with  the  Token  System  chat  BRS&H  has  used  for  the 
past  year,  a  single  Token  Store  opened  Ma>  5  in  the  Paramedical  Center,  for- 
merly bp rue e  Cottage,,  Tokens  are  a  means  of  reinforcing  acceptable  social 
behavior  for  the  majority  of  patients;  the  Token  Store  affords  patients  the 
opportunity  to  develop  consumer  know-how,  banking,  and  lay-away  plans. 

Toys,  toiletries,  handicrafts,  candy,  books,  games,  records,  and 
sporting  equipment  are  the  major  items  sold  in  the  store  which  Is  open  h 
hours  a  day.   Prices  for  items  .range  from  L-100  tokens,  with  items  the  most 
userul  tor  training  purposes  the  lease  expensive,,   "Luxury"  items  like  records 
and  tobacco  are  more  expensive  in  an  attempt  Co  encourage  patients  to  purchase 
more  personally  useful  items, 

^patient  can  select  any  item  he  wishes,  but:  must  make  typical  consu- 
mer decisions  about  the  usefulness,  cost,  and  need  for  his  purchases.   In 
most  cases,  a  patient  has  about  I    tokens  a  week  to  spend  in  the  store—ample 
enough  to  purchase  toiletries,  handicraft  items,  and  books— the  store's  most 
important  educational  Items* 

Records  kept  of  each  patient's  purchases  allow  the  store  staff  to  moni- 
tor a  patient  s  counting  and  selecting  ability.   Patients  are  encouraged  not  to 
duplicate  purchases,  and  a  record  oi      helps  with  a  patient's  counting  ability 
Generally,  prices  are  fixed,  but  if  a  pa         patient  needs  special  training 
in,  tor  example,  grooming,  the  price  of  toiletries  can  be  "adjusted"  to  meet 
his  purchasing  power . 

"PATIENTS' S  BILL  OF  RIGHTS" 

(The  following  arc  selections  I       -  Ltients's  Bill  of  Rights"  pre- 
pared by  two  members  of  the  BRSMi  staff— L  Dove,  RN,  and  Alex  Cameron,  House- 
keeping Foreman,  Ed.) 

Because  I  cannot  know  th    fference  between  good,  bad,  or  mediocre 
care,  I  have  the  right  to  expect  in  evei      xhe   best,  with  due.  consideration 
to  be  given  to  me  as  myself  and  not  ]        member  of  an  organized  society. 

My  needs  as  they  arise  must  by  taken  care  of,  but  I  must  not  be  allowed 
to  become  too  dependent  as  this  robs  me  of  expression  of  my  own  individuality. 
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I  have  the  need  to  be  treated  with  as  near  your  defintion  of  normalcy 
as  possible  with  my  defects ,  but  yet  receive  the  loving  touch,  the  stroking 
caress  that  will  stimulate  me  to  be  closer  to  normalcy. 

I  have  the  right  to  freedom  of  expression  no  matter  what  my  degree  of 
intelligence. 

I  have  the  right  while  living  in  this  institution  to  all  of  my  constitu- 
tional rights  as  guaranteed  by  our  nation  but  too  often  denied  me  because  of 
institutionalization. 

Although  I  am  partially,  sometimes  totally,  tax-supported,  I  have  the 
right  to  the  best  of  professional  care  as  if  I  were  paying  my  own  way. 


NEWS  NOTES 


A  $65,770  contract  was  recently  awarded  to  Sharbono  Construction  Com- 
pany of  Helena  to  remodel  Junior  Hall  into  a  Central  Warehouse  for  BRS&H.  The 
project  began  May  22  and  is  to  end  September  1.   This  will  be  the  first  time  in 
history  that  BRS&H  has  had  only  one  warehouse.   The  single  warehouse  will  pro- 
vide a  far  better  central  control  of  inventories  and  give  far  better  guidance 
to  purchasing. 
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